2i8               Major Barbara              Act II

few minutes prayer revives you ! I was quite lightheaded
at twelve o'clock, I was so tired ; but Major Barbara just
sent me to pray for five minutes; and I was able to go on
as if I had only just begun. [To Price] Did you have a
piece of bread?

PRICE [with unction] Yes, miss; but Ive got the piece
that I value more; and thats the peace that passeth hall
hannerstennin.

RUMMY [fervently] Glory Hallelujah!

Bill Walker, a rough customer of about 25, appears at the
yard gate and looks malevolently at Jenny.

JENNY. That makes me so happy. When you say that,
I feel wicked for loitering here. I must get to work
again.

She is hurrying to the skelter, when the new-comer moves
quickly up to the door and intercepts her. His manner is so
threatening that she retreats as he comes at her truculently,
driving her down the yard.

BILL* I know you. Youre the one that took away my
girl Youre the one that set cr agen me. Well, I'm goin
to av er out. Not that I care a curse for her or you :
see? But I'll let erknow; and I'll let you know. I'm
goin to give er a doin thatll teach er to cut away from
me. Now in with you and tell er to come out afore I
come in and kick er out. Tell er Bill Walker wants
er. She'll know what that means; and if she keeps me
waitin itll be worse. You stop to jaw back at me; and
I'll start on you : d'ye hear? Theres your way. In you
go. [He takes her by the arm and slings her towards the door
of the shelter. She falls on her hand and knee. Rummy helps
her up again].

PRICE [rising, and venturing irresolutely towards Bill].
Easy there, mate. She aint doin you no arm.

BILL. Who are you callin mate? [Standing over him
threateningly]. Youre goin to stand up for her, are you?
Put up your ands.

RUMMY [running indignantly to him to scold him].   Oh, you